
Friendly Hills Property Owners Association

By Tim Traeger
Editor
The Friendly Hiller

Ken LaVigne is the kindest tough-guy you’ll ever meet.

Follow the core values he’s entrenched in hundreds of Whittier students or end up 
on the wrong side of a knuckle sandwich on a dead-end street in Santa Fe Springs.

Your pick.

He is the genuine article in a world of fake news and disingenuous chatter.
Coach. Teacher. Mentor. Friend. The 64-year-old’s greatest achievement is 
assembling the OASIS (Organized Academic Support in School) and HAVEN 
(Harnessing Academic, Vocational and Educational Needs) programs at La Serna 
High School. They take at-risk kids with pathetic grade point averages and partner 
them with mentors to ensure every student graduates.

He uses cookies, candy, cups of soup and frozen burritos as bribes. The bounty 
overflows the cabinets in his classroom, which is always open to his kids. The secret 
to his program’s success is simple. Accountability.

“You give love unconditionally. I’m not going to throw you away, but I’m going to 
tell you the truth,” the former football coach at Pius X, Cal High and La Serna said. 
“I always tell my kids that people who don’t care about you will tell you anything 
you want to hear. People who love you are going to tell you what you need to 
know,” said LaVigne, a 2012 California Teacher of the Year.

For sophomore Adrian Gonzalez, who entered Oasis with a 0.96 GPA but now has 
a 4.0 after the first quarter, LaVigne is different than any other teacher.
“He’s more empathetic, more compassionate. The majority of time, teachers throw 
stuff at you and expect you to do the work automatically,” Gonzalez said. “He comes 
in and assists you individually.”
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La Serna High School OASIS teacher Ken LaVigne shown in his classroom. Note the “word of the week” 
behind him. In this case, “Power.” Image by Tim Traeger
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Asked about the impact LaVigne has had on his life, Gonzalez 
didn’t hesitate.

“Everlasting,” he said.

Same goes for senior Jolissa Pedroza, who entered Oasis 
with a 1.50 GPA but now sports a 3.2. She said she wants to 
work in the film industry doing makeup.

“He just motivated me. Since I’ve been in his class, he just 
opened my eyes and I realized that my grades are important,” 
Pedroza said. “He teaches a lot of rules we might not know 
about. I’ve met my best friends here. I feel comfortable here.”
Former Whittier Union High School Superintendent Sandra 
Thorstenson hired LaVigne at Cal High in 1988. She’s glad she 
did.

”Ken LaVigne, 2012 California Teacher of the Year, has led 
the OASIS and HAVEN programs at La Serna in the Whittier 
Union High School District with his heart, mind and soul as 
he continues just as strongly as in his first year to literally alter 
kids’ lives and infuse hope and opportunity into their futures,” 
Thorstenson said. “Ken LaVigne is a hero to his students, he 
is the father many of them have never had and he is a role 
model to all educators throughout the state. This extraordinary 
teacher is a humble servant leader who I love and admire 
dearly. I am thankful to have known him since the 1980s when 
I first hired him as a teacher leader in the Whittier Union High 
School District. My family and I are thankful to call him our 
friend.”

La Serna Principal Ann Fitzgerald echoed that sentiment.
“I think he has a huge soft spot for kids who have additional 
struggles,” Fitzgerald said. “Ken’s been through a lot in his 
life, but he’s always been able to take the right path. He has a 
huge heart for kids who don’t have support, either at home or 
in the community in their extended family. He wants them to 
get the tools they need to be successful in school.”

For senior Conner Hobbis, who plans to join the Marines and 
later pursue a career in law enforcement, LaVigne is a solid 
role model.

“Ken LaVigne cares about his students and his people like 
he’s their own family,” Hobbis said. “I know from personal 
experience he always cared for me and tried to help out with 
anything I needed. I was having family issues a couple years 
ago and he decided to talk with my family and me. Honestly, it 
was hard. But coming out and talking with him is really easy. It’s 
really hard not to be honest with him. For me, it’s like having a 
dad at school.”

Nearly every students alluded to the same thing. To them, 
LaVigne is their father away from home.

Much of the success of Oasis belongs to Superintendent 
Martin Plourde. After LaVigne’s incredible success as a football 
coach, Plourde asked LaVigne a simple question.

“So what are you going to do now?”

The two traveled to Chicago to see a program for at-risk kids.
“I asked him to tell me what he wanted it to look like,” LaVigne 
said. “He said, ‘I don’t care, as long as it works.’ I built the 
program like a football program. I built it like a team. I built 
it around positive peer pressure to bring out the best in each 
other – to hold each other accountable. Every week, I have a 
‘word of the week’ that reflects a core value.”

Samples of those important words include “Resilience. 
Identity. Courage. Humility. Respect. Empathy. Honesty.” And, 
of course, “Accountability.”

Plourde reflected on the teacher he has in Ken LaVigne.
“Oasis continues in the Whittier Union High School District’s 
tradition of ‘Whatever it Takes.’ Ken is one of those special 
teachers who doesn’t give up on kids even if they have given up 
on themselves,” Plourde said. “His love, support, commitment 
and drive helps his students realize they are smart, capable 
and worthy of success. His career choice, like many teachers, 
has made the world a better place by those students whose 
lives he has changed.”

The unassuming LaVigne credits local coaching and  
teaching legends like Dick Torres, Jack Mahlsted, Leo 
Camalich, Hans Verstegen, Drew Passalacqua, Zigg Ziglar, 
Marty Blackstone, Plourde and Thorstenson for his 35 years of 
coaching and teaching success. He grew up in a hardscrabble 
neighborhood in Santa Fe Springs --  a tough guy who turned 
savior to so many.

“I’m going to love you,” said LaVigne, who has been married 
to Gisele for 34 years and has two sons, Clint and Mark. “I’m 
not here to save everybody. I’m here to save those who want 
to be saved.”

LaVigne continued from page 1



A bright future for Whittier

The Nelles re-use plan by Brookfield Residential will transform the 

state-owned Nelles Correctional Facility into a dynamic mixed use 

community.  After much anticipation, work is scheduled to begin 

this summer towards making this exciting community a reality, 

bringing new homes, shops and millions of dollars in economic 

revenue to the City of Whittier.

h
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The year 2017 unfortunately 
began with the senseless killing 
of one of our police officers 
here in Whittier. We continue to 
mourn Keith Wayne Boyer’s Feb. 
20 slaying and pray for his family.

This tragedy helped promote the Friendly Hills Property  
Owners Association board to create an areawide neighborhood 
watch - a large undertaking for about 1,400 homes.

We had initial meetings at Whittier Area Community 
Church, bringing in 400 residents as well as dignitaries from City 
Hall as we continue placing yard signs on residents’ properties 
alerting the potential bad guys that we’re watching you. I thank 
Jay Green and Minerva Gutierrez for the hard work they placed 
behind this initiative.

In addition, to provide better communication among 
Friendly Hills residents, we began a new quarterly newsletter. 
The Friendly Hiller includes potential advertising space in order 
to cut costs. To date we have been running in the red.

As we begin 2018 we are pleased to look back and say we 
did the best we could for our residents last year and hope to 

continue with these endeavors in 2018. During the last month 
alone we have repainted all our monument signs to give them 
a new, fresh look. We have also added solar lighting but are 
having difficulty with vandalism. In the spirit of neighborhood 
watch, keep an eye open for anyone defacing our signs and 
notify the police.

I am pleased to announce on April 12 we will have our 
annual meeting at Whittier Area Community Church. At our last 
board meeting we voted to continue with the In-N-Out truck 
providing free dinner for all members. Burgers are served at 
5:30 p.m. with our meeting beginning at 7 p.m. City Manager 
Jeff Collier will be giving us a video and mini State of the City 
address and we’ll again be meeting our new captain with the 
Whittier Police Department.

Aviv Bar who will be introduced by Chief Jeff Piper and, 
as always, our community get-together will be held at Whittier 
Area Community Church. I’m hoping that all residents attend. 

Our membership grew by 15 percent last year due to our 
efforts and we thank all of you who have agreed to be members 
of our community and our association. Thanks for your continued 
support and God bless you all in 2018.

W. Allan Nakken 
President Friendly Hills Property Owners Association
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Come enjoy In-N-Out burgers and learn more about 
how to live with coyotes in our Friendly Hills at 5:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, April 12 during the Friendly Hills Property Owners 
Association’s annual meeting at Whittier Area Community 
Church, 8100 Colima Road.

Dinner is at 5:30 p.m. with the program beginning at 7. 
a State Department of Fish and Game representative will  
discuss the coyote epidemic and things we can do to keep our 
homes safe from these predators

Afterward, City Manager Jeff Collier will bring us up to 
speed on new restaurants and developments in our city during 
a mini “state of the city” address.

“This should be a very informative meeting,” said FHPOA 
President Allan Nakken.

All interested residents are invited to attend.

FHPOA ANNUAL MEETING



With over 37 years combined experience in the Real Estate market Paul and Sophia are 
proud to be identified as Coldwell Banker Alliance’s #1 top producing team. Paul and  
Sophia rank #1 in top units sold and top sales volume. Paul and Sophia provide all 
clients with exceptional service and a free moving truck for life. They aim to get sellers 

top dollar for their home! For A FREE home market analysis call us today.

EXPERIENCE EXCEPTIONAL

PAUL
Realtor® - CalBRE# 01826784

(626) 716-7453
echev4homes@yahoo.com

SOPHIA
Realtor® - CalBRE# 01127097

(562) 755-9650
sophia@cbtopteam.com
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Greetings neighbors! 
I hope this issue of the 
Friendly Hillier finds you 
and your families well. 
Once again, thank you 
to Friendly Hills Property 
Owners Association 
President Allan Nakken 
and his board for their 
invitation to attend our 

annual Homeowners Association meeting at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, April 12 at Whittier Area Community Church. 
A complimentary meal of In-N-Out burgers will be served 
starting at 5:30.

As neighbors in the Friendly Hills areas, we appreciate 
having an active Homeowners Association whose board 
members are continuing to make our neighborhoods a 
great place to live. Thanks President Nakken and your 
board members for your ongoing efforts on our behalf.

It is with sadness we mark the first anniversary of the 
tragic and shameful killing of Whittier Police Officer Keith 
Boyer. We still ask ourselves, “How could something like 
this happen in our neighborhood?” Once again, we express 
condolences to Keith’s family.  In addition to recognizing 
Keith’s memory, let us continue to be active within our 
state to make sure this tragedy does not happen again.

Actively seek out and sign the online petitions for 
“Reducing Crime and Keeping California Safe Act of 
2018.” With the 650,000 signatures, this initiative will 
appear on our November ballot. The folks behind this 
initiative are a coalition of crime victims, law enforcement, 
business owners and public safety leaders. A statewide 
news conference kicking off this initiative was held in front 
of the Police Memorial which bears Keith’s name. Mayor 
Joe Vinatieri, myself and other council members heartily 
endorse this initiative which, if passed, will provide measures 
which could have prevented Keith’s senseless murder!  

 
•  Reclassify currently “non-violent” crimes like rape 
of an unconscious person, sex trafficking of a child and 
14 other serious crimes as “violent” - to prevent the 
early release of inmates convicted of these crimes. 

• Reform the parole system to stop the early 
release of violent felons, expand parolee oversight, 
and strengthen penalties for parole violations. 
• Reform theft laws to restore accountability 
for serial thieves and organized theft gangs. 
•     Expand DNA collection to include those convicted of 
drug, theft, domestic violence and other serious crimes to 
help solve rape, murder and other violent crimes - and to 
exonerate those wrongly accused. 

Sincere thanks to the La Serna High School Class 
of 1981 who recently implemented the Keith Boyer 
Memorial Scholarship Fund at La Serna High School. This 
fund will help memorialize Keith’s name and sacrifice in 
perpetuity. The Class of 1981 recently sponsored the 
Officer Keith Boyer Memorial Rock Concert to raise funds 
for the Scholarship Fund at La Serna High School. Keith’s 
surviving band mates in Mrs. Jones’ Revenge performed 
a two-hour tribute and celebration to Keith Boyer at the 
La Mirada Performing Arts Center. Thank you to all who 
attended and supported this event.

Hopefully you are engaged in our current Whittier City 
election which will occur on April 10. Friendly Hills is now 
located in District 3. I am honored to serve as the Council 
Member elected from District 3, although I represent the 
entire city. The seat I hold will be up for election in April 
of 2020.

In the meantime, all registered citizens in the City of 
Whittier have the opportunity to elect the Mayor every 
two years, so this race will appear on your ballot for April 
10.  

There are candidates’ forums currently being held 
so you can observe responses to questions by all of the 
candidates running for Mayor. Additionally, candidates are 
running for seats in Council Districts 2 and 4.  Even though 
we cannot vote for these candidates, we need to be 
informed regarding their positions on issues as they vote 
in council meetings on behalf of the entire population. 
We can also choose to endorse or lend support to these 
candidates.

As I close, I urge you to vote via absentee ballot or 
on election day Tuesday, April 10. Be a part of your city 
government.
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Cathy Warner
Whittier City Councilwoman from District 3

Items included in this initiative include:
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HOT OFF THE PRESS
By Tim Traeger
Editor
The Friendly Hiller

Talk about “hot off the press.”

Newspapers have been around for the last 
couple hundred years, but the news of the day is 
fresh. Fresh ingredients, that is.

The new Pizza Press located in the Friendly Hills 
Marketplace next to OSH on Whittier Boulevard is 
open for business and the news is wonderful for the 
people of Whittier. With offerings that include “The 
Tribune,” “The Sun” and “The Gazette,” people 
now can “publish” their own creation. With 23 
different toppings the possibilities are as endless 
as the hunger and imagination of the “publisher.”

Diners can also “publish” their own salads while 
choosing from an impressive assortment of craft beers.

The franchise opened in August in Whittier and joins 
another Pizza Press in La Habra run by Nilay Patel and a 
group of “partner-friends.” Patel said Whittier was an ideal 
location for his new restaurant.

“Whittier is well-known for its historical significance 
in the growth of L.A. and Orange Counties,” Patel said. 
“Over the last decade, the City Council has been very 
focused on its Master Plan to make this an ideal city for 
families and young adults. This, along with the ongoing 
transformation along Whittier Boulevard attracted us to 
Whittier. We liked the location because it’s on Whittier 
Boulevard and is walking distance from the Whittwood 
Town Center, PIH and La Serna High School.”

The concept of Pizza Press was created by its founder 
and CEO Dara Maleki, who Patel called “visionary.”

“The Pizza Press is a great concept: Our custom-built 
pizzas are baked to order, the salads are prepared right 
in front of the guests, the dough is made on-site every 
day, cookies are baked on-site every morning, we have 
local craft beers on tap, and this, along with an impressive 
selection of top-notch ingredients creates a taste that 
cannot be matched by frozen foods,” Patel said. “Maleki’s 
passion for creating ‘newsworthy’ experiences focuses on 
fresh ingredients, excellent customer service and a lively, 
yet casual atmosphere.”

He said many entrepreneurs across the country “have 
tasted the pizzas and appreciate the elegance of the 

products and simplicity of the process. When you mix all 
of these components, people are going to enjoy their 
experiences and ‘craft their own story,” Patel said.

The actual pizza press takes fresh dough and forms it 
into 10-inch pies.

Diners then choose from a wide assortment of 
ingredients and “craft” their own stories.

After creating your pizza with the help of one of 18 
employees at the store, the pizza travels through a pizza 
oven for three minutes, 45 seconds.

“It’s fast and quick. It’s such a beautiful place,” said 
Whittier resident Chris Hacikoglu, who was visiting the 
restaurant for the first time. He said he liked the choices of 
craft beer and fresh ingredients.

What sets Pizza Press apart from any other pizza joint?

“Customer service,” Assistant Manager Harry Lopez 
said with a huge grin as he was dotting the ‘I’s’ and 
crossing the “T’s” on three new “publications.” “And craft 
beer, the offerings change every week.”

The most well-read edition, “The Tribune,” will set you 
back $8.75. It comes with pepperoni, sausage, red onion, 
mushrooms, roasted red peppers, Kalamata olives and 
ricotta cheese. 

The presses roll seven days a week from 11 a.m. to 
midnight. 

Call 562-905-6060 or visit thepizzapress.com.
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Pizza Press Assistant Manager Harry Lopez helps people “publish” their own pizza with an 
endless combination of fresh ingredients. Image by Tim Traeger



Calling All Friendly Hill Residents

JOIN THE FRIENDLY HILLS 
PROPERTY OWNERS 

ASSOCIATION

BE A 
VOICE 

FOR YOUR 
COMMUNITY

www.friendlyhillspoa.com

Visit our web site today and sign up to be a member of the 
Friendly Hills Property Owners Association. Your support will help 

keep the Friendly Hills Community great!
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Editor’s note: 
Resident and dentist 
Sudick has agreed to 
write a column that 
examines the history 
of Friendly Hills. Email 
him at sudickdds@
aol.com with your 
amazing tales of life 
here.

Every day I commute west down La Cuarta Street 
near Colima Road from the country-like setting of the old 
Friendly Hills and then head north on Painter to my dental 
office next to the old Red Cross building on Bailey Street.

There are many homes on my drive where I see single 
rows of old heavily ladened orange and lemon trees lining 
side yards of both custom and tract homes along the way. 
I look skyward and see tall, sleek eucalyptus trees casting 
long shadows as they line up like guardians of times past.

Sometimes I look to the north and see dry grasses and 
mustard weed above and below old oil field roads that 
traverse our Whittier Hills, occasionally spotting remnants 
of one of the old oil wells that dotted the hillside. These old 
oil industry skeletons and old orchard trees are reminders 
of our community’s past glory and help give a glimpse into 
our community’s history.

Over the course of the next issues of the Friendly Hiller, 
I hope to explore this history of Whittier and Friendly 
Hills going back to the late 1800’s when Simon Murphy, 
a Detroit lumberman, made a risky investment in 2,000 
acres east of town during the real estate boom of 1887.

We will explore the bust and recession that soon 
followed and how it changed the course of Southern 
California and the growing Quaker town of Whittier. As I 
discover along with you our exciting late past that made 
Whittier the agricultural hub of Los Angeles, we will explore 
our own more recent history including organizations like 
Murphy Ranch Little League, the East Whittier Women’s 
Club, the East Whittier YMCA and others.

My initial interest in Friendly Hills began when my wife, 
Pany, and I - along with our three young children - moved 
in 1995 from La Habra Heights to an area just west of 
Colima Road. Having grown up in the early 1960’s in South 
Whittier near Sierra High School, I have the pleasure of 

childhood memories of walking to Lake Marie School past 
the manure fields of black and white patchwork milking 
cows at Purity Dairy on Painter Avenue and the old Mission 
Clay pipework factory with the hot furnaces visible from 
dirt-lined roads.

My simple stucco family home on Rutland Avenue was 
next to a large field that was once Lake Marie, flooded 
in the winter months but a dry field we played on in the 
hot summers. The Diaz family had a small family farm at 
Painter and Mulberry that my friends and I would help 
pick vegetables during harvest in trade for candy bars and 
soda.

So what was my new community in Friendly Hills going 
to be like for my children? What was it like years ago? As a 
young adolescent visiting childhood friends from my Boy 
Scout Troop 461 at the Whittier United Methodist Church 
on Bailey Street I would bicycle past streets with names 
like Hadley, Bailey, York and Strong.

I saw schools with names like Lou Henry Hoover, Lydia 
Jackson and Murphy Ranch. Who were these people and 
how did they influence our Whittier and Friendly Hills 
community?

In the next few “Friendly Hillers” we will explore these 
histories and share in interviews with local families. Send 
in your ideas and favorite family images that portray the 
best of what we call home.

Dr. John Sudick is a local dentist, community 
activist and volunteer. He can be reached by email at 
sudickdds@aol.com

Friendly Memories
By Dr. John Sudick



 

 

UPTOWN WHITTIER YMCA:  12510 Hadley St.  Whittier, CA 90601   562-907-6530                                                      
EAST WHITTIER YMCA:  15740 E.  Starbuck St.   Whittier, CA 90603   562-943-7241 

www.ymcawhittier.org      

WE’RE MORE THAN A GYM - WE’RE A CAUSE! 

Join the YMCA of  Greater Whittier this Spring                                                                               
and be part of something MORE.  

MORE than 130 group exercise classes per week 

MORE of the latest fitness equipment 

MORE for kids! Youth sports, swim lessons,                           
licensed preschool and afterschool program 

MORE time for you with on-site child watch 
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By Tim Traeger
Editor
The Friendly Hiller

There is fitness for the making in Friendly Hills. From 
walking, hiking, running and bicycling, the hills and trails 
of Whittier are perfect in the quest for a perfect body. 
But if you want to add some structure and variety to your 
workout in a clean, communal setting, you’ll find it all at 
24 Hour Fitness in the Whittwood Town Center, 10125 
Whittwood Drive.

From cardio-building elliptical to cross-training, from 
body pump to spin classes, from free weights to Zumba, 
a friendly staff will help you get where you want to go.

The 25,000-square-foot facility has been in its current 
location since 2003 when Family Fitness merged with 24 
Nautilus, but it’s long been a staple in the Whittier mall. 
And while it’s true there are numerous places to sweat 
off those pounds, what brings it home at 24 Hour is the 
friendly staff and sense of community.

“The competition is always going to be there,” said 

24 Hour General Manager Tommy Cassidy. “It sounds 
funny saying it, but when you’re trying to compare apples 
to apples, the weights are heavy. The treadmills run fast. 
The water is wet. For us, it’s the experience in the club.”

 

The White Family, Owners 

562-698-0304 │ www.WhiteEmerson.com │ FD 217 
       13304 Philadelphia Street, Uptown Whittier 

 
Matthew 5:4 
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24 HR Fitness continued on page 15

FITNESS AROUND THE CLOCk IN THE HILLS

The 25,000-square-foot 24 Hour Fitness in the Whittwood Town Center has 
been at its current location since 2003.  Image by Tim Traeger
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562 665-2218
Robert Reggio, owner 

robert@associatedcabinets.com       www.associatedcabinets.com 
 
 
 

Over 30 Years in Business   Locally Owned and Operated   
 

Contractors License #521350 B, C-6 

 

Specializing in  
Custom Cabinets and  
Kitchen and Bathroom 

Remodels 

“If You Can Dream It, We Can Build It”

Cassidy, 38, has been with the company for 19 years. 
He has about 30 employees who will readily assist you 
with your fitness goals. That number rises to around 50 
when you add outside employees who help run their vast 
array of aerobics classes.

“The great thing about this club is it’s all on one level,” 
said the native of Lakewood with an easy smile. “The 
whole floor scheme, everything is set up by body part. We 
have all new cardio equipment that’s less than a year old.”

The San Ramon-based company has fitness clubs in 
nearby cities like Santa Fe Springs, La Mirada, Buena Park, 
Puente Hills, Downey, Cerritos and Fullerton. It has about 
500 locations nationwide. Yet the Whittier gym is within 
walking distance for thousands. In fact at any one time, 
Cassidy said some 10,000 people are regular members.

For longtime club member Joe Medina, 56, the 
location is perfect.

“It’s easy and close to the house. It’s an open, one-
floor gym so usually you can find a spot in the gym to work 
out. Everybody’s pretty nice. Over the years, everybody’s 
been pretty cool,” Medina said.

“A gym can be intimidating,” Cassidy said. “But when 

you have that welcoming environment, and you have 
somebody calling you by your first name, it becomes more 
of a personal experience. If you feel good, you’re happy 
and people see it. It’s an energy thing.

“The thing about clubs like this, it really comes down 
to the community. The members respect it and take care 
of it.”

Cassidy said memberships range from $29.99 to 
$44.99 a month and are all-inclusive. Every machine, every 
class is covered in the cost.

“We don’t try and hide anything. Everything is 
transparent. Everything we offer online is what we offer in 
the club. There’s no gimmicks. No hidden fees.”

Fees aside, Cassidy gets pumped when he sees 
people’s lives change for the better.

“When you see success stories, members who have 
changed their lives because of working out, losing 
hundreds of pounds, they’re the first ones who want to 
share that story,” he said. “Live every day. Be healthy. Take 
advantage. You don’t know what lies ahead.”

Call 562-943-3771 or visit www.24hourfitness.com

24 HR Fitness continued from page 14

15
15
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By Tim Traeger
Editor
The Friendly Hiller

When Alex and Irma Moisa bought 
their home at the corner of La Cuarta 
and La Bajada in 1990, they opened 
a seemingly endless storyline of 
renovation.

“The house is our never-ending 
project, kind of like the Winchester 
Mansion,” said Alex, 53, a successful 
Whittier probate attorney. The couple 
divided their 3,600-square-foot 
California Ranch style home on half 
an acre into phases. So far so good 
because the house recently earned a 
beautification award from the Friendly 
Hills Property Owners Association.

A gurgling fountain invites guests into 
a front yard replete with wooden fencing, 
a 900-square-foot guest house and drought-tolerant 
landscaping. Alex said the home was originally built in 
1920 and belonged to a Murphy Ranch hand.

They turned their dream over to Fullerton landscaping 
architect Allison Terry, who with landscaper Richard 
Bodga, carpenter Jeff Todd and Wright Construction on 
masonry transformed the property into a lasting retreat 
away from the urban craziness of Los Angeles.

“When the light come on at night, it’s almost 
resortish,” said Irma, who works in labor and employment 
law for a firm in Cerritos.

Although busy La Cuarta is nearby, the landscaping 
shields out the sound.

The first phase of construction was adding to the 
main house in 2008. The two-bedroom home now has 
four.

“It let us capture square footage that had been lost 
over the years,” Alex said.

They engineered a slope on the southwest side of 
the property to aid in stormwater runoff. When walking 
west, if feels like you’re on level ground, even though 
you’re descending. It created a natural waterway that 
uses gravel like a natural aquifer.

Inside, a gorgeous Cherrywood floor leads to a 
“great room” with fireplace, large-screen TV and plush 
couches. That abuts an outdoor elevated courtyard with 
fire pit for entertaining. A huge marble island anchors 
the kitchen and ample bedrooms were added past the 
laundry room. 

The Moisas met in law school at UC Berkeley. They 
have been married for 25 years and have three children, 
Christina, 23, Alex Jr., 20, and Isaac, 15.

They enjoyed the fact their kids could walk to Ocean 
View Elementary, then East Whittier Middle School and 
later to La Serna High. However Isaac, “the rebel,” now 
plays baseball at Whittier High.

When the Moisas aren’t practicing law, Alex likes to 
shred on his array of guitars while Irma is an avid book 
and music lover.

Asked the price of their dream renovation, Alex said, 
“We won’t tell you a monetary amount, because it’s a lot 
of money. Ultimately it wasn’t $100,000. There’s definitely 
some bills here. I may need more probate work.”

The best part of living in Friendly Hills?

“The best part, frankly, is the peacefulness of it. It 
really does feel like leaving the urban center when we 
get here,” Irma said. “After about 5:30, the traffic dies 
down. You really feel like you’ve left L.A.”

THEIR OWN ‘WINCHESTER MANSION’ 

Moisas continued on page 19
17

Irma and Alex Moisa stand on the southwest side of their property at 14663 La Cuarta St.   
Image by Tim Traeger



Resident-centered care is the cornerstone of Oakmont’s 
Independent Living, Assisted Living and Memory Care Programs. 

Our highly experienced care team creates a personalized experience
 for our residents and peace of mind for their families.

The community you’ve imagined…with the care your loved one deserves.

Restaurant-Style Indoor and Outdoor Dining
Private Movie Theatre • Day Spa • Fitness Center
Pet Park • Resident Gardens and Walking Paths

RCFE #198602028

13617 Whittier Blvd
Whittier, CA 90605
562-280-2588

oakmontofwhittier.com

Luxury Senior Living
Independent Living • Assisted Living • Memory Care

Tours Available Today!



  

The next phase of their dream project is renovating 
their spacious back yard, which should take place at the 
end of this year.

But who knows? The Winchester Mystery House in 
San Jose was the home of Sarah Winchester, widow of 
firearm magnate William Wirt Winchester. It has been 
said the lack of any master building plan led to ceaseless 
renovation for 38 years.

“Honestly, I wanted a place where we could enjoy the 
outside,” Irma said. “For me, it’s the ability to go outside 
and read one of my books. Or listen to some music and 
unwind from a hectic world.”

WANT TO SEE YOUR COMPANY’S 
ADVERTISEMENT IN THE FRIENDLY HILLER?

Contact Allan Nakken at (562) 777-4910 or 
allannakken45@gmail.com

19

Moisas continued from page 17

Friendly Hills Property Owners Association



YOUR PROPERTY OWNERS 
ASSOCIATION NEEDS YOUR 

SUPPORT!
The FHPOA is committed to protecting and enhancing property values in 
Friendly Hills and to communicate with its residents concerning issues that 
 affect Friendly Hills.  Community preservation and quality of life is 
     paramount to our association.

Who is the Friendly Hills Property Owners 
Association?

The Friendly Hills Property Owners Association 

to providing civic service to the Friendly 
Hills Community, its property owners and 
residents. Organized in 1949 to preserve, 
protect and enhance the quality of life for its 
members, its main mission is to represent the 
interests of all who live within the Friendly 
Hills Community.  The FHPOA Board consists 
of volunteers who are elected to three-year 
terms.

Who can join the FHPOA?

FHPOA membership is open to all residents 
and homeowners who live in the Friendly Hills 
Community (FHC). The FHPOA membership 
provides a cohesion with its residents for the 
purpose of unifying our community.

What does your $45 membership fee 
enable your FHPOA to provide to our 
community?

• Annual membership meetings where 
the mayor, district council member, city 
manager and police chief are provided with 
the opportunity to communicate directly with 
the residents of Friendly Hills.

• Financial support for La Serna High 
School functions and other worthy charitable 
events held within the FHC.
• The hosting of City Council and local 
representative debates during election years.
• The hosting of educational presentations, 
support of neighborhood watch, brush-

educational opportunities that will serve the 
needs of our residents.
• Representation and advocacy for 
homeowners and residents for the protection 
of property interests and home values.
• Representation for our community on 
issues involving all local, municipal, county or 
state legislative bodies whose actions might 

   .srenwoemoh slliH yldneirF fo sthgir eht tceffa
These include the city of Whittier’s mayor, 
Third-District council member, city manager, 
police chief and the various county and state 
departments that have jurisdiction over the 
FHC.
• The review of all new construction plans 
to ensure the FHC’s quality building standards 
are followed. 
• Interaction with the city and its contractors 
regarding new developments in the FHC.
• The assurance that  all code violations are 

And much more! Visit www.friendlyhillspoa.com for more information

$50



We Will Sell Your Home FAST And For TOP DOLLAR,
Backed By Our 100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED,

No Hassle Cancellation Plan.

Realty Executives Cornerstone Has Been A Driving Force In
Whittier Since 1978. We Are Whittier’s 2016 Top Producing
Office Per Agent Count*. Call Within The Next 90 Days To
Receive Your FREE, NO OBLIGATION Market Evaluation...
(562) 698-0348!!! Mention This Ad For Our Price Guarantee.

INTRODUCING OUR LUXURY HOME DIVISION

OUR LUXURY HOME DIVISION OFFERS THE FOLLOWING SERVICES

Unique Team System • Innovative Consumer Programs • Drone
Marketing • Leading Edge Technology • Specialized Knowledge

• Executive VIP Service • Multiple Languages Spoken:
Armenian, Albanian, Italian, Mandarin Chinese, Spanish

and of course English!!!

13604 Whittier Blvd.
Whittier, CA 90605
(562) 698-0348

*Data gathered by independent source.
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10

BRE License # 00919139 • NMLS # 1150921

O 562-320-0510 • C 562-619-2058
www.RelianceMortgageServiceinc.com
14831 Whittier Blvd. Ste 204 • Whittier, CA 90605

Certi ed VA Military Specialists to $1M, Zero down 
to $635,100 * FHA-Conv-Units

 First-time Home Buyer Tax Credit and 
1% Down Program

Jumbo Conventional - 10% Down to $1,5M - 
Alternative Credit Jumbo to 80% of 

Purchase Value or Cash Out

Se Habla Español

Contact Anne E. James & Christian Herrera

Follow Reliance Mortgage Service on Facebook!
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Friendly Hills Property Owners Association
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Serving local framing needs for over 50 years 

The Framery specializes in oversized art, shadow box 
frames, large corporate orders and single family treasures 

 
The Gallery exhibits local and international art 

Monthly Gallery shows open to the public 

 

Tues-Fri 10-6 / Sat 10-5 

13105 Whittier Blvd. Whittier 562-693-5714 
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Friendly Hills Property Owners Association

Whitmar Medical Dental Building
16315 East Whittier Blvd., Suite 203 

Whittier, CA 90603

562.943.0234  |  32HealthyTeeth.com

We accept all PPO insurance

Exam & Digital X-rays
C O M P L I M E N T A R Y



	  

WANT TO SEE YOUR COMPANY’S 
ADVERTISEMENT IN THE FRIENDLY HILLER?

Contact Allan Nakken at (562) 777-4910 or 
allannakken45@gmail.com
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Friendly Hills Property Owners Association

15025 WHITTIER BLVD. WHITTIER, CA 90603

Friendly Hills Property  
Owners Association
P.O. Box 1018
Whittier, CA 90609-1018


